
 

 

The Tattenhall Centre 
High Street 
Tattenhall 

CHESTER  
CH3 9PX 

 
Tel: 01829 770223 

2nd March 2017 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award Scheme 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Your son/daughter has expressed an interest in starting The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 

at the Bronze Level. 

The Duke of Edinburgh introduced his Award Scheme to encourage and stimulate young people’s 

enthusiasms and energies by presenting them with a challenging programme of activities. There 

are three awards - Bronze, Silver and Gold.  It is proposed with Tarporly High School that students 

can access the Bronze. 

Volunteering   To encourage service to others 

Expeditions   To encourage a spirit of adventure 

Skills    To encourage self-discovery and personal development 

Physical   To encourage participation in physical recreation 

 

WWW.dofe.org is a fantastic resource for both participants and parents. It contains lots of 

relevant information and explains the workings of the award in more detail and we encourage 

both parents and participants to take a look.  

Participants in The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme follow their activities largely in their own 

time. It should be seen as their award and our role will be to help guide them towards a 

programme they will enjoy and to support them in their use of their eDofE logbook. In addition, 

the expedition section will also be run by ourselves and consists of a series of pre-expedition 

workshops, a training/practice expedition and a final qualifying expedition. 

Costs for the Bronze cohort commencing in April 2017 will be £298.95 this is made up from the 

cost of the logbook at £27.95, £48.00 for the 8 sessions in school where our staff will offering 

training, support, monitoring and guidance, £33.00 for 2 in school half day training sessions 

preparing the students for their expeditions, £92.50 for their practice expedition consisting of 2 

days and 1 night, £92.50 for their qualifying expedition consisting of 2 days and 1 night and £5 

administration and insurance costs. 

http://www.dofe.org/


 

 

Break Down of payments – Total Cost £298.95 

 £32.95 ASAP please to confirm your place on the programme. (If 

payments are received by Monday 24th April then welcome packs can be 

supplied at the first meeting on Wednesday 3rd May) 

The balance of £266 can be paid in instalments: 

 £100.00 payable by 24th May 

 £100.00 payable by 5th July  

 and a final payment of £66 by 13th September. 

ALL PAYMENTS SHOULD BE MADE TO TARPORLEY HIGH SCHOOL via the School’s Payment link 

on the website.  Should you require a link code, please contact the school office. 

 

For those students who are eligible for Pupil Premium support, please contact the school for 

information with regard to a reduction in the cost of the award. 

 

The Conway Centres are a component part of Edsential. As an organization we operate as non 

profit making and as such any monies remaining in budgets at the end of the financial year are 

invested back into our camping facilities and the equipment which pupils can borrow. Camping 

equipment such as tents, stoves and fuel bottles we anticipate handing out to all students 

(although students can use their own if they wish). In addition, we have stores from which items 

such as waterproofs, sleeping mats and rucksacks can be borrowed at no extra cost. Letters with 

more details of the expeditions will follow but please make a note of the dates currently being 

offered from the list below. 

I would seek to also make parents and students aware that the Award is also available through a 

wide range of organisations, such as, Youth Groups, Scouts, Cadets and private providers. Each 

will have their own expenses and margins to cover and you may well find that others are cheaper.  

We believe that we offer a package which gives young people the best chances to engage and 

complete the award and are always keen to work with parents and schools to ensure positive 

outcomes for the participants.  Please feel free to contact us directly if you have any questions 

or concerns at any stage of the processes. 

 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Wednesday Sessions: Our aim is to get the students up and running as soon as 

possible, we will be assisting them with their activity choices and logging on 

to/operating their eDofE. We will be in school during Wednesday afternoons on the dates listed 

below. We have a clear programme of activities to ensure the successful completion of the 

Award, so we expect all participants to attend every session.  

We would also encourage students to keep an eye on the DofE notice board shortly to be 

provided to us by the school. 

May  03rd  10th  24th   

June 07th, 14th*   21st* 

July  05th  

Sept  13th, 20th, 27th 

*These sessions will be used to run pre-expedition training workshops. It is compulsory for all 

participants to attend in its entirety and registers will be taken to ensure that everyone receives 

the appropriate training to ensure a safe and memorable expedition experience. If participants 

do not attend in full then they will be unable to attend their first practice expedition. 

Richard Bailey will mentor Tarporley participants. He can be emailed directly via 

Richard.bailey@edsential.co.uk  , He is an experienced teacher and DofE leader who works part 

-time for us and will respond as soon as he can to any emails. If you feel the matter is urgent then 

please feel free to get in touch with the office directly via the contacts at the top of this letter.  

 

Expedition dates have been agreed in principle with the school as being: 

Saturday 08th to Sunday 09th July 2017      Bronze training weekend  

Saturday 23rd to Sunday 24th September 2017   Bronze qualifying weekend  

These dates are set and in signing up to the award you are agreeing in principle to attending all 

in full. Having said that we appreciate that participants are by their very nature are busy young 

people and we understand clashes can occur. If you experience a problem, please raise it as 

quickly as possible so that we can try and support you in finding an alternative. We will do our 

best but cannot go so far as to guarantee alternatives. Worst case scenario you may have to 

complete this section next year with the new cohort.   

mailto:Richard.bailey@edsential.co.uk


 

 

Whilst the award does belong to the participant they undoubtedly will also 

require some support and encouragement from home and I would just like to 

take this opportunity to also to thank you in advance, not just for the financial 

support but also the encouragement, cajoling, motivating, fetching, carrying, 

and shopping you are no doubt also signing yourselves up for. 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries and we look forward to what all early 

indications suggest will be a great year. 

 

Kind regards 

Steve Ward 

DofE Award Co-ordinator  


