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SEND Information Report 

SEND Provision at Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College 

‘A Whole School Approach to Access, Participation and Achievement’ 

Welcome to Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College’s SEND Information Report. All 
schools have a duty to publish information on their website about the implementation of 

the policy for students with SEN. 

 

What kinds of special educational needs does Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College 
make provision for? 

We are an 11-18 Academy School and Sixth Form College situated on an open site on the 
outskirts of Tarporley. We are proud of the 
excellent reputation that the school has long 
held in the local area and beyond. Our most 
recent Ofsted Inspection in March 2014 rated us 
outstanding in all areas, including our provision 
for students with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND). We are an inclusive 
school that expects all our students to work hard, behave well and to achieve their best. We 
have provision to meet the needs of most students from a broad range of areas included 
within the SEND Code of Practice (DfE, 2014). The majority of our interventions are delivered 
within STEPS which is our Inclusion Resource Centre. 

 

- Communication and interaction 

CWAC Autism Service 

We work closely with CWAC Autism Service in order to support individual students with 
difficulties associated with their autism. This may involve the Autism Service visiting school to 
work with SENCO/TAs/Teachers as well as parents/carers and students. It may also involve 
the SENCO implementing recommendations from reports that are sent into school and/or 
disseminating information to staff. The SEND Inclusion Team has a lead TA who attends 
regular CWAC Autism Service Network meetings. This year we are excited to be part of the 
CWAC Autism Service’s Social Communication Programme which utilises the Autism 
Education Trust’s ‘Autism Standards’ which will further help us to embed quality first teaching 
strategies and support for students with communication and interaction difficulties across the 
school. Our aim is to ensure that all staff are knowledgeable and confident in supporting 
students with communication and interaction difficulties.  

 

Speech and Language Team (SALT) 

We also work closely with CWP/Cheshire East Speech and Language Team (SALT). SENCO 
regularly liaises with SALT in order to support individual students with their Speech, Language 
and Communication Needs. This may involve SALT visiting school to work with 
SENCO/TAs/Teachers as well as parents and students. It may also involve the SENCO 
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implementing recommendations from reports that are sent into school and/or disseminating 
information to staff. 

We offer communication and interaction based interventions within STEPS including:  

Talkabout for Teenagers   

There is a fortnightly Social Communication Skills group for Year 7 and 8 students which is led 
by a TA using the SALT/Autism Service recommended ‘Talkabout for Teenagers’ programme. 
The programme covers areas such as self-awareness and self-esteem, body language, 
conversational skills, friendship skills, assertiveness skills.  

Vocabulary Enrichment 

We also use the ‘Vocabulary Enrichment’ programme for students who have problems 
understanding (receptive) and using (expressive) spoken language. This SALT recommended 
programme is used 1:1 with students to develop their understanding and expression of word 
meanings and vocabulary in order to enhance learning and social interactions.  

ELKLAN 

SENCO is ELKLAN trained (Speech and Language Support for 11-16s) and shares best practice 
with TAs in terms of strategies for memory and learning, learning styles and motivation, 
promoting vocabulary development, understanding and using sentences, developing verbal 
reasoning, promoting effective communication and social skills etc.  

 

- Cognition and learning 

Quality First Differentiated Teaching 

At Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College staff are experienced in supporting students 
with cognition and learning difficulties through quality first differentiated teaching within the 
classroom. For example, we support students through breaking down tasks into bite size 
chunks, using multisensory teaching and learning methods, providing structured support for 
literacy based activities as well as providing additional TA support in some classes/curriculum 
areas across the school.  

 

CWAC Educational Psychologist  

SENCO works with the CWAC Educational Psychologist throughout the year using our 
allocated hours (currently stands at 5 sessions of 2 ½ hours of core CEP time). This time 
includes direct contact with the school and also follow up work outside of school, including 
planning, preparation and liaison time. The Educational Psychologist will work with the SENCO 
as well as parents and students. It may also involve the SENCO implementing 
recommendations from reports that are sent into school and/or disseminating information to 
staff.  
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We offer a range of cognition and learning based interventions within STEPS including: 

Literacy Booster 

Students who are identified as working within the ‘low average range’ (standardised scores) 
in reading and spelling may require an additional 20 minute registration booster session in 
order to improve their literacy skills. Groups rotate to take part in different activities around 
reading comprehension, group reading, spelling and Nessy (interactive learning programme 
in order to improve reading and spelling and writing skills). 

Literacy Plus 

Students who are identified as working within the ‘below average range’ (standardised 
scores) in reading and spelling will require more than the 20 minute registration booster 
session. In consultation with colleagues, parents and students, students are dis-applied from 
languages to ensure two hours of additional support. The programme focuses on developing 
literacy skills in reading, writing and spelling using multi-sensory teaching methods as well as 
strategies from the ‘Grow @ Key Stage 3 programme’. In addition, students will cover 
mathematical skills using the ‘My Maths’ programme as well as strategies from the ‘Catch-Up 
Numeracy programme’.   

Grow @ Key Stage 3 

This is a 1:1 literacy programme for students who find reading and writing difficult in English 
classes and also struggle to use literacy for learning in other subject areas. It is suitable for 
students who are working below age related expectations in reading and writing. This is an 
intensive programme which focuses on growth in reading, writing and oracy. The goal is 
independent, motivated learners whose literacy continues to improve every time they read 
and write. As a result, students make double the normal rate of progress.  

Catch-Up Numeracy 

This year we are excited to implement this 1:1 structured numeracy intervention for students 
who find numeracy difficult. It enables learners who struggle with numeracy to achieve more 
than double the progress of typically developing learners. It is grounded in academic research 
and addresses 10 key components of numeracy including counting, estimation and word 
problems. It is suitable for all struggling learners whose number age is significantly below their 
chronological age. The goal is for students to be more self-confident and motivated in class 
as well as feel more confident to work independently.  

Key Stage 4 Subject Intervention/Vocational ASDAN COPE Course 

Some students may struggle to cope with the demands of a full GCSE timetable at Key Stage 
4 and require additional time to be built into their timetable for subject intervention support. 
Students will either work 1:1 or in small groups to work on subject specific work. This can 
include overlearning, revision, coursework and homework support. Some SEND students may 
also opt to study the vocational ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness which is a 
nationally recognised qualification allowing students to demonstrate a range of personal 
qualities, abilities and achievements, as well as introducing them to new activities and 
challenges through the development of a portfolio. 
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- Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

Mentor Sessions 

For some students, difficulties with their social and emotional development can mean that 
they require additional support. Students who receive significant support and intervention in 
school are allocated a ‘Key Worker’ from the SEND Inclusion/Pastoral Teams. The role of the 
key worker is to meet with the student regularly in order to build up a positive relationship 
and discuss any potential barriers to learning so that students can achieve to their full 
potential.  

 

Emotional Literacy Support 

This year we are excited to be involved with the CWAC Educational Psychology Service’s 
Emotional Literacy Support Programme and will be training a lead TA as an ELSA TA who will 
be able to deliver emotional support sessions within the future. These sessions will cover a 
range of issues such as building resilience, emotional regulation skills, social and friendship 
skills, loss, bereavement and change within families, therapeutic and social stories, active 
listening and reflective conversations.  

 

Mental Health First Aid/CAMHS 

SENCO/Safeguarding Lead are qualified Mental Health First Aiders with Mental Health First 
Aid England in order to provide first aid to students experiencing mental health issues such as 
depression, anxiety disorders and psychosis. Students are also referred to CAMHS as and 
when required by SENCO/Year Achievement Leaders. SENCO has worked with CAMHS to 
support individual students with their mental health and TAs have been provided with 
external training from CAMHS on Autism, ADHD and the Social, Emotional and Behavioural 
Response.  

 

- Sensory and/or physical needs 

We work closely with external agencies to provide support for students in school who have 
sensory and/or physical difficulties such as the Occupational Therapist or Hearing Service. 
SENCO liaises with these agencies in order to support individual students with their practical 
and social skills necessary for everyday life. This may involve them visiting school to work with 
SENCO/TAs as well as parents/carers and students. It may also involve the SENCO 
implementing recommendations from reports that are sent into school and/or disseminating 
information to staff. Where necessary, we make adaptions to the curriculum or environment 
in order to make lessons or learning opportunities accessible to students.  

 

Section 1:  

How does Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College know if children/young people 
need extra help and what should I do if I think my child/young person may have special 
educational needs? 
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Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College has a clear approach to identifying and 
responding to SEND. The benefits of early identification are widely recognised and we identify 
need at the earliest point, taking into consideration all aspects of a student’s performance in 
different areas of learning and development or subjects to establish whether lack of progress 
arises from SEN and/or disability. The SEND Code of Practice states that “a pupil has SEN 
where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely 
provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age” 
(DfE, 2014).  

The attainment and progress of all students is carefully tracked and monitored throughout 
the school year. On a daily basis, teachers evaluate their lessons and consider whether 
individual students are making expected progress within the classroom. If teachers have 
concerns regarding the progress of a student in their class, they will initially discuss these 
subject specific concerns with parents/carers. For more general concerns about progress, 
Group Tutors, Year Achievement Leaders and/or the SENCO would become involved. Staff 
would be able to explain what support is in place within the classroom to ensure the student 
is making progress, using quality first teaching strategies as our first response. This means 
support for the student from the classroom teacher.  

When a concern is passed to the SENCO, the SENCO will initially place the student at a 
‘monitoring stage’ whilst further data is gathered. Subject teachers will be immediately 
alerted to these concerns and a quality first teaching message will be sent out in order to 
support the student within the classroom as our first response, outlining strategies teachers 
should implement via. their ‘Pupil Passport’. Pupil Passports outline clearly the barriers to a 
student’s learning and strategies that staff should implement within the classroom in order 
to minimise those barriers.   

If there are still concerns that progress is not being made, some specific interventions may be 
undertaken, either individually or in a group. This intervention will be put in place via. a 
‘graduated approach’ which involves assessing the student, producing a plan with 
targets/outcomes, identifying the type of support/intervention to  be put in place and then 
reviewing progress against these targets/outcomes (assess, plan, do, review). Those students 
receiving significant levels of support will have a ‘Personal Intervention Plan’. This is more of 
a detailed document outlining the intervention in place and the targets/outcomes to be 
achieved.  

Should the SENCO have ongoing concerns, with parental consent, they may refer a student to 
an external agency who can support with the identification and assessment of individual 
needs. Such agencies include Speech and Language Team (SALT), CWAC Autism Service, CWAC 
Educational Psychologist, Occupational Therapy, CWAC Behaviour Pathway, School Nurse, 
GP, Community Paediatrician and CAMHS. This will help inform our decisions as to whether 
the student should be placed on the SEND Register at ‘SEN Support’ level so that progress can 
be closely monitored and additional support can be put in place as necessary. Parents/carers 
are always informed at every stage of this process.  

SENCO may also carry out assessments within school using psychometric assessment tools 
including: 

- Access Reading Test 
- Access Mathematics Test 
- Vernon Graded Spelling Test 
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- Detailed Assessment of Handwriting (DASH) 
- Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT 4) 
- Test of Memory and Learning (TOMAL 2) 
- Test of Word Reading Efficiency (TOMAL 2) 
- Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing (CTOPP 2) 
- Visual Stress Assessment 

These assessments could be repeated following an intervention programme to evaluate 
whether progress has been made. Further information on these assessments can be obtained 
from the SENCO.  

Whilst most students with SEND will have their needs met at SEN Support level, a small 
number with more complex needs may require an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
assessment to determine whether the Local Authority needs to provide a higher level of 
support and funding in order to make progress. The assessment process is usually instigated 
by the school although parents/carers can also make a request for an assessment directly to 
the Local Authority. The progress of these students is carefully monitored and reviewed 
annually by the SENCO via. Annual Review meetings. Their progress may be measured against 
their own individual starting points and targets on their individual EHCPs.  

At Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College we are committed to working in partnership 
with parents/carers to meet the needs of students in our school. If you would like to raise any 
concerns about your child in the first instance, we encourage you to contact your child’s 
Group Tutor or Subject Teacher. If you still have concerns, then please contact the SENCO or 
Year Achievement Leader. In the unlikely event that your complaint is not resolved you may 
contact a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

 

Section 2:  

How will Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College staff support my child/young 
person? 

The Governors, in co-operation with the Senior Leadership Team determines the school’s 
general policy and approaches, establishes appropriate staffing and funding arrangements 
and maintain general oversight of SEND provision within the school. The Assistant Head 
responsible for SEND and Inclusion has the oversight and the SENCO has the lead and 
management responsibility for SEND and Inclusion in the school. The SENCO keeps the 
Governors informed through the link SEND Governor. SENCO has the responsibility for the 
day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND Inclusion Policies and for co-ordinating SEND 
provision. This includes maintaining the SEND register, reporting to and consulting with the 
Senior Leadership Team and liaising with appropriate outside agencies. As part of our whole 
school graduated approach, the Curriculum and Pastoral teams liaise with the SEND Inclusion 
Team regarding the early identification of SEND as well as contributing to the creation and 
implementation of strategies of support.  

The effectiveness of the arrangements for children/young people with SEND at Tarporley High 
School and Sixth Form College is regularly under review. We have a robust system of 
reviewing our provision through an annual SEND Teaching and Learning Review which aims 
to evaluate the provision in place for students with SEND, in addition to ensuring that TAs are 
adding value to the work of the school. Lesson observations take place across the school 
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within different curriculum areas and year groups. The quality of support in place for students 
with SEND is our key focus to see whether their individual needs are being met as well as 
whether students with SEND are making expected progress. We also collate feedback from 
students as part of this process. At the end of each review a report is compiled summarising 
our findings and shared with colleagues. We consider what progress has been made since the 
last review and set an action plan moving forward. SENCO is also part of the Curriculum 
Teaching and Learning Reviews to ensure SEND remains an integral aspect of this process 
across the school. SENCO also produces a SEND Development Plan which feeds into the wider 
School Development Plan.  

 

Section 3: 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s/young person’s needs at Tarporley High 
School and Sixth Form College? 

Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College aims to provide all students with a lively and 
stimulating learning 
environment with full 
access to a broad, 
balanced, relevant and 
differentiated curriculum. 
We have an inclusive 
ethos and believe all 
students are capable of 
achieving their full 
potential irrespective of 
their learning differences.  
The SEND Code of 
Practice states that 
mainstream schools must 
“ensure that children and 
young people with SEN 
engage in the activities of 
the school alongside 
pupils who do not have 
SEN” (DfE, 2014). High 
quality teaching, 
differentiated for 
individual students, is 
always our first step in 
responding to students 
who have or may have 
SEND. Teachers set high 
expectations for every 
student and aim to teach 
them the full curriculum, whatever their prior attainment. They regularly review the quality 
of their teaching for all students, including those with SEND, ensuring that all students within 
their classes have appropriately differentiated learning activities and/or teaching methods 
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which takes into account their individual needs. All staff have access to a ‘Pupil Passport’ 
which provides key information on students with SEND, including teaching and learning 
strategies to be used within the classroom. Using our ‘Fundamental Principles of Inspiring 
Teaching’ all staff should be adapting their teaching to meet the needs of all students and 
their planning is informed by a meticulous understanding of students. As a result, quality first 
teaching should be used to challenge and support all students to achieve. 

 

Section 4a: 

How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help 
me to support my child’s/young person’s learning?  

All teachers at Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College are responsible and accountable 
for the progress and development of the students in their class, including when students 
access support from TAs or specialist staff. Regular assessments will be carried out in class 
and progress monitored by classroom teachers. Staff are expected to make judgements about 
where students are with regards to their learning via. termly ‘Progress Points’ which considers 
target levels/current working at levels/effort and homework. This information is shared with 
both students and parents/carers. Any students making less than expected progress given 
their age and individual circumstances should be identified and the SEND Code of Practice 
highlights that “the first response to such progress should be high quality teaching targeted 
at their area of weakness” (DfE, 2014). As a result, subject specific intervention should be 
implemented and monitored to see whether this is making the desired impact. There are 
always opportunities for parents/carers to discuss their child’s progress with staff through 
individual meetings/phonecalls or correspondence via. email as well as the regular 
parent/carer events throughout the school year. Information for parents/carers is sent home 
regularly via. our ‘School Comms’ system so that they feel confident and knowledgeable to 
support their child’s/young person’s learning.  

SENCO continues to monitor student progress for each student with SEND across Curriculum 
Areas using progress point data. SENCO liaises with staff across Curriculum Areas and Year 
Teams as well as the SEND Inclusion Team to ensure that support is in place for those students 
who are not making expected progress.  

 

Section 4b: 

What support will there be for my child’s/young person’s overall wellbeing?  

We believe that students achieve to their full potential when they are happy and therefore 
foster students’ self-esteem and self-confidence. At every opportunity we endeavour to 
celebrate students’ successes and provide them with positive learning experiences. However, 
we acknowledge that students will sometimes experience setbacks and challenges along the 
way and we are committed to supporting them through these difficult times.  

Supporting Social Development  

Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College is a caring community in which everyone is 
valued and respected. We have many strategies embedded within our everyday practices to 
help students to become aware of how they are feeling and how their choices impact on the 
emotional wellbeing of others. For example, the school provides a dynamic and engaging 
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PSHE programme of social, moral, spiritual and cultural learning that promotes safety, respect 
and open-mindedness. There are regular ‘Aspire Days’ throughout the year which supports 
students’ personal development and wellbeing so that they are equipped to thrive and to 
make a positive contribution to the school community and in their future lives. In addition, 
we actively encourage students to explore Citizenship and PSHE opportunities beyond the 
curriculum and into the real world. All students at Tarporley High School and Sixth Form 
College, including those with SEND, have access to a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities including various Student Leadership opportunities and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award as part of the Wednesday Enrichment programme. 

Key Workers/Mentors 

Student mentoring provides students with an opportunity to talk openly and confidentially to 
staff on a 1:1 basis. Students with SEND who receive significant intervention within STEPS are 
offered a key worker from our team of Teaching Assistants who will meet with the student 
regularly throughout the year. The sessions can take many forms including playing games, 
drawing and simply talking. The focus is on raising students’ self-esteem and belief in 
themselves to develop an ‘I can do it’ attitude. Students will be helped to think about 
themselves and their learning from new perspectives and to discuss any issues or concerns. 
The aim is to empower students to take responsibility for their own learning and to raise their 
confidence so that they can reach their full potential. The Pastoral Teams also use a similar 
mentor programme. As a result, the SEND Inclusion Team works closely alongside the Pastoral 
Team in order to provide a joined up approach to supporting our students overall well-being. 
All staff are alert to other events that can lead to learning difficulties or wider mental health 
difficulties, such as bullying or bereavement and both the SENCO/Safeguarding Lead are also 
Mental Health First Aiders.  

Every Child Matters Forums 

In addition, the SENCO meets regularly throughout the year with Year Achievement Leaders 
and a variety of external professionals including the School Nurse, Education Welfare Officer, 
Safeguarding Lead and Community Police. The purpose of Every Child Matters Forums is to 
allow Year Achievement Leaders to discuss identified students of concern, including those 
with SEND, with other professionals from a variety of Educational Support Services. Through 
these meetings Year Achievement Leaders and other professionals share knowledge and 
expertise in order to best support students of concern and set clear actions to move forward 
the cases discussed.  

STEPS Lunch Club 

We offer structured support during unstructured times of the school day which can prove to 
be difficult for many students with SEND. Students can eat their lunch in STEPS and participate 
in the activities on offer including chess club, help with homework, mindfulness group and 
‘film Friday’! Alternatively, they can come and chat with their friends in one of the quiet 
rooms.  
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Section 5 and 6: 

What specialism services, experience, training and support are available at or accessed by 
Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College? What training are the staff supporting 
children and young people with SEND had or having? 

In terms of specialist training Miss Shaw (SENCO) is a qualified teacher (PGCE) and is currently 
in her 12th year of teaching. She has a MA (Education) in Leadership and Management and 
achieved the National Award for SEN Coordination (NASENCO) from Manchester 
Metropolitan University in 2013. She recently completed her Post Graduate Diploma in 
Dyslexia Research and Practice and is an Associate Member of the British Dyslexia Association 
(AMBDA). Miss Shaw has also been trained in ELKLAN Speech and Language Support for 11-
16s and is a trained Mental Health First Aider with Mental Health England. The SEND Inclusion 
Team attend training opportunities throughout the year so that they can confidently support 
a range of students with SEND. Examples of training sessions they have attended include 
training on autism, dyslexia, anxiety and depression, hearing impairments as well as training 
on ‘Best Practice for Teaching Assistants’ and ‘Becoming a more effective Teaching Assistant’.  

It is clear that “additional intervention and 
support cannot compensate for a lack of good 
quality teaching” (DfE, 2014). At Tarporley High 
School and Sixth Form College guidance and 
information is provided to all staff about how to 
identify and support students with additional 
needs within the classroom through quality first 
differentiated teaching. All staff have been 
provided with a copy of our ‘QFT for Students 
with SEND Teacher Handbook’ which provides 
further advice and guidance. SENCO leads regular SEND workshops for Teaching Staff through 
our Wednesday CPD programme in order to improve staff knowledge of the special 
educational needs and/or disabilities most frequently encountered at Tarporley High School 
and Sixth Form College. Examples of workshops include training on ‘Understanding Dyslexia’, 
‘Working with Teaching Assistants’, ‘Leading QFT for SEND Students’ and ‘Embedding QFT for 
Students with Autism/Social Communication Difficulties’.  

 

Section 7: 

How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the classroom including 
school trips? 

Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College have an outstanding extra-curricular 
programme. Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do and every student has the 
opportunity to access trips. Full risk assessments are carried out for all off-site activities and 
provision is differentiated and support provided. If an activity is not deemed appropriate, 
alternative activities are organised. Teaching Assistants support on trips when needed.  
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Section 8: 

How accessible is Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College’s environment?  

Under the Equality Act 2010 there is a requirement for schools to promote equality for 
disabled young people in every aspect of their school life and to make reasonable adjustments 
to ensure disabled students aren’t substantially disadvantaged. As a direct result, Tarporley 
High School and Sixth Form College has systems in place to ensure all areas of the school have 
are fully accessible for those students with SEND. In collaboration with the Business Manager, 
the SENCO has written an ‘Accessibility Plan’ showing how the school is planning strategically 
to increase access over time. This includes the extent to which disabled students can 
participate in the curriculum, the improvement of the physical environment of the school to 
enable those with disabilities to take better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and 
services provided and the improvement of the availability of accessible information to those 
with disabilities.  

In addition, as part of the Social Communication Programme the SENCO will also be carrying 
out a ‘Sensory Audit’ recommended by the Autism Education Trust. This will help us further 
assess our school in order to create an environment that enables the participation of students 
with autism who may experience sensory processing difficulties.   

 

Section 9:  

How will Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College prepare and support my child/young 
person to join the school, transfer to a new setting/school/college or the next stage of 
education and life? 

The SEND Code of Practice states that “SEN support should include planning and preparation 
for the transitions between phases of education 
and preparation for adult life” (DfE, 2014). We 
understand that change can be difficult for 
many students, particularly those with SEND. At 
Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College 
we have lots of procedures to support the 
transition of students with SEND as they join our 
school, move to new year groups within the 
school or transfer to new educational settings. 

Key Stage 2-3  

We work closely with partner primary schools to support the successful transition of all 
students as they being their school journey with us. We understand that the transition from 
primary to secondary school is sometimes a difficult and daunting experience for many 
students, especially those with SEND. SENCO identifies key students who may be in need of 
additional curriculum, physical, emotional, behavioural or social support and visits primary 
schools during Year 6 in order to collate important information about these students through 
speaking to key members of staff such as SENCO/ Teacher/TAs as well as parents/carers and 
students.  

In addition to our whole school transition programme we offer an extended transition 
programme ‘Moving On’ for students with SEND in order to ensure that those students feel 
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happy and confident about their move to Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College. The 
programme includes a number of enjoyable challenges and tasks based on themes around 
starting high school. This allows the students to become familiar with the school and the SEND 
Inclusion Team/STEPS as well as giving them the opportunity to make some new friends! 
Where appropriate, additional visits/meetings are arranged to further enhance this process. 

We have recently liaised with one of our partner primary schools Tarvin Primary School to 
further enhance our transition programme and have produced a transition booklet to support 
the process using resources adapted from the CWAC Autism Service’s transition pack. This 
includes activities based on starting high school, organisation at home and school as well as 
making and keeping friends.   

Key Stage 3-4 

We also have structured transition programmes in place to support students with SEND 
moving between other key stages within the school. For example, students with SEND are 
supported throughout the Options Process. In addition to the whole school support 
programme, the SENCO liaises with the school Careers Advisor to ensure that additional 
support meetings are in place for our most vulnerable students. SENCO also attends the Year 
9 Options Evening in order to advise and further support students and their parents. Students 
with Education, Health and Care Plans will also have an additional meeting with a Careers 
Advisor from CWAC Young People’s Services to support them through the decision making 
process. 

Key Stage 4-5 

With high aspirations, and the right support, students with SEND can go onto achieve 
successful long-term outcomes in adult life. Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College 
supports students to realise their ambitions in relation to higher education and/or 
employment. This includes exploring different employment opportunities as well as options 
regarding Post-16 Education providers. In addition to the wider support programme, the 
SENCO liaises with the school Careers Advisor to ensure that additional support meetings are 
in place for our most vulnerable students. SENCO also organises college visits and attends 
with students and their parents in order to further support with transition. Students with 
Education, Health and Care Plans will also have an additional meeting with a Careers Advisory 
from CWAC Young People’s Services to support them through the decision making process.  

 

Section 10: 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child/young person 
will receive?  

SENCO in consultation with parents/carers, students and external agencies (if involved) will 
decide on the most appropriate type of support to implement for students with SEND. All 
additional provision provided within the school is mapped and intervention and support is 
personalised to ensure each individual makes progress. The impact of such interventions can 
be measured both quantitatively and qualitatively. Quantitative success is judged in terms of 
how far the student has progressed from a base line assessment, usually in the form of 
psychometric assessments using standardised assessment materials. This would be in 
conjunction with data from across curriculum areas after each Progress Point. However, not 
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all interventions and support can be measured in this way. As a result, qualitatively, student 
progress can also be measured by audits such as Strength and Difficulties Profiles. These 
profiles help establish the less quantifiable but equally important aspects of school life such 
as emotional and social wellbeing. Where school based intervention is not making the 
required impact, the advice and support of external agencies (if not already involved) may 
then be obtained such as Speech and Language Team, Autism Service, Behaviour Pathway, 
Educational Psychologist and CAMHS. The school may then decide to apply for additional 
funding in order to meet the complex needs of some students or apply for an Education, 
Health and Care Plan assessment.  

 

Section 11: 

How are parents/carers involved in Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College? How can 
I be involved? 

At Tarporley High School and Sixth Form 
College we recognise the value of 
working in collaboration with 
parents/carers of young people with 
SEND in order to achieve the best 
outcomes for them. As a school, we 
strive to ensure a high level of 
communication with parents so that you 
feel informed about what is happening 

in school and how your child is progressing. Consultation with parents/carers of children with 
SEND is therefore on-going throughout the school year. In terms of primary transition, 
prospective students and their parents/carers are welcome to visit the school for a tour and 
meeting in order to discuss their child’s needs and how we might be able to support them. 
Once a child has started at Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College communication 
happens through pre-arranged meetings or communication via email or phone. This is in 
addition to normal parent-school communication such as our STAR day, parents evenings and 
open evenings which provide parents with an opportunity to speak to Subject Teachers and 
the Pastoral Team about their child’s progress. Other information events are planned during 
the year to further support parents during particularly important transitions such as ‘Year 9 
Options Evening’ and ‘Sixth Form Open Evening’. Students also receive a full report during the 
school year. Parents/carers are actively encouraged to attend these school events in order to 
discuss progress. 

The SENCO regularly meets with parents/carers of students with SEND to review their 
progress and to make collaborative decisions about how to best meet their needs. If a child 
has an Education, Health and Care Plan an Annual Review Meeting will take place during the 
year in order to review the child’s plan and progress towards meeting their targets/outcomes 
as well as make decisions about future provision. Parents/carers and students are invited to 
contribute to this process.  
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Section 13: 

What are the arrangements for consulting students with special educational needs at 
Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College? How are they involved in their own 
education? 

Student voice is an integral aspect of the school ethos at 
Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College. All students, 
including those with SEND, have the opportunity to be 
involved in the running of the school through the school 
council or through the lead learner programme. SENCO 
makes it a key priority to have a one to one meeting with as 
many children as possible who are on the SEND register. In 
addition, students are invited to meetings or to contribute 
their views and information prior to the meeting. Within STEPS there are also regular focus 
groups conducted to ensure their voice is heard and this feedback helps to inform the future 
vision for SEND provision at Tarporley High School and Sixth Form College.  

 

Section 12: 

Who can I contact for further information? 

If you would like to raise any concerns about your child in the first instance, we encourage 
you to contact your child’s Group Tutor or Subject Teacher. If you still have concerns, then 
please contact the SENCO or Year Achievement Leader. In the unlikely event that your 
complaint is not resolved you may contact a member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

For more information relating to Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities you can 
contact Miss Sarah Shaw who is the SENCO – Inclusion Leader. She is available to discuss any 
issues related to students with SEND.  

Email: sshaw@tarporleyhigh.co.uk 

External support services can be accessed via referrals from school, your own GP or through 
the Local Authority. Cheshire West and Chester’s Local Offer has the details of education, 
health and social care services that are available within the local area at 
www.westcheshirelocaloffer.co.uk. Please also see the ‘Local Offer’ link on the school’s 
website. In addition, the Information, Advice and Support Service (formerly Parent 
Partnership) may also be able to support you. Please see the ‘Information, Advice and Support 
Service’ document on the school’s website for further information.  

For further information please see our SEND Inclusion Policy which can be found within the 
policy section of the school website.  
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