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The ‘Helicopter overview’ of English Language A Level

Paper 1: 
Language, the 
individual and 

society

Section A: Textual variations 
and representations

Analyse a modern text, analyse 
an old text and compare 

Section B: Child Language 
Acquisition

Analyse a set of data about 
child-directed speech and 
relate theory about CLA

Paper 2:
Language, 

Diversity and 
Change

Section A: Diversity and Change
Write a discursive essay from a choice of two – you 

need to provide theories, case studies and examples 
to evaluate a statement about language

Section B: Language Discourses
Analyse a set of texts about a language issue, and 

the ideas they raise, comparing viewpoints and 
language. 

THEN
Write a creative piece for a specific audience and 

purpose about a language issue

Language 
Change

Language and 
Gender

Accent & 
Dialect

Language and 
Occupation

World 
Englishes

Coursework
Investigation

+ Creative



Close Analysis 
of Texts

Using linguistic and 
grammatical terms to 
analyse old and 
modern, print and 
multimodal texts.



THE TYPE OF TEXTS WE STUDY 



SPOKEN TRANSCRIPTS/YOUR DATA



PRAGMATICS –
THE UNDERLYING MEANING. 

WHY WE SAY WHAT WE SAY IN THE WAY THAT WE 
SAY IT?

“That’s not very 
helpful is it, 

James. Let’s put 
the phone 

away, shall we?”

“You’re not 
wearing THAT, 

are you?”

“I wasn’t like 
completely 

devastated, but 
I was a bit 
annoyed”

Use of address term 
(name)

Understatement
Inclusive language

Tag question

Tag question
Negation

Direct address
Tone (prosodics)

“like” as a focuser
Saving face

Understatement 



Child Language 
Acquisition

How children acquire 
language from birth 
to fluency: their 
linguistic journey.
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Language and 
Gender

How (and if) gender 
affects how we use 
language and how 
we are represented. 





Language and 
Occupation

How our workplace 
and occupation 
affects the way we 
speak: jargon, shared 
references, specialisms.





Language and Social
Groups

How our friendships and 
social networks affect 
our language: solidarity 
or exclusivity?
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Accent and 
Dialect

How region affects the 
way we speak and our 
sense of identity.





Language 
Change

How English has evolved 
and adapted over time 
– from its earliest form to 
most modern formation.





World Englishes
How English is used 
throughout the world: 
all its regional varieties.





COURSEWORK – 20% FOLDER
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